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Latest Developments  
  

 

Overall assessment of water scarcity developments and impact on golf in Q2 2013: 
In Q2, the European Parliament adopted the Water Framework Directive and a non-binding 

resolution calling for the reduction of water consumption and auditing the state of Europe’s 

water network ahead of the publication of the Blueprint to safeguard Europe's water resources 
in November 2013. 

 
On Tuesday 2 July, the European Parliament adopted its report on the revision of the priority 

substances under the Water Framework Directive adding 12 new substances to the EU priority 

list of substances. The text adopted by the European Plenary reflects the compromise 
agreement reached with the Council earlier in April. It was endorsed by 646 votes in favour, 51 

against and 14 abstentions. Once adopted by the Council, the amended Directive will become 
EU law. 

Press Release by the European Parliament 
Adopted Text 

 

On Wednesday 3 July, the European Parliament adopted a non-binding resolution, drafted by 
MEP Richard Seeber (EPP, Austria) which calls for access to water to constitute a fundamental 

and universal right and for more efficient water usage. The resolution also stresses that the 
concept of sustainable tourism includes the conservation of water and calls for the training of 

tourism professionals in connection with the sustainable use of water, particularly in coastal 

areas and thermal belts. The resolution is an input to a "Blueprint to safeguard Europe's water 
resources" which the European Commission plans to publish in November.  
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Overall assessment of water scarcity developments and impact on golf in Q1 2013: 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130624FCS14305/7/html/Surface-waters-12-new-controlled-chemicals-three-pharmaceuticals-on-watch-list
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P7-TA-2013-0298+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120703IPR48189/html/Parliament-proposes-blueprint-to-safeguard-water-resources
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=EN&reference=P7-TA-2012-273


 
 
 
 
 

In Q1 the three institutions came to an agreement on the Water framework Directive’s priority 

substances.  16 new substances have been added to the Directive to be monitored and some 
to be eventually phased out in water.  Regarding the Blueprint for Safeguarding Europe’s 

Waters, the Commission is now working on the various reports that it outlined in the Blueprint.  

These reports are expected to be published in the course of this and next year. 
 

An informal agreement, or a first-reading agreement in legislative terms, was reached in April 
2013 by the European Parliament, Council and Commission on the revision of the EU Water 

Framework Directive (WFD). In the agreed compromise text the various implementation dates 
were changed, allowing more time for the newly identified priority substance to achieve good 

surface water chemical status, including a 24 month transposition period for the Directive. The 

compromise text is expected to be adopted by the European Parliament in the July Plenary 
session. Subsequently it will be adopted by the European Council and will be then published in 

the Official Journal of the European Union. 
Commission webpage on the WFD 

 

 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-framework/

